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 Hi All

Well what a busy start to the year. Sadly for me it
started off with the loss of a very good friend.
Iqbal Patel. Mates from school, his passing was
a real shock; but  he will be remebered for his
love and kindness and his invaluable help and
knowledge, helping disabled people with legal,  
social and benefit issues. He will be missed
dearly.

March saw the beginning of Ramadan, when all
activities stopped at FC, but was preceded by
cramming in loads of stuff into the previous two
months (as you will see later on in the
newsletter)!! And as soon as Ramadan came, it
was gone - although a group of us successfully
hosted The Ramadan Experience II - Fast &
Curious during the month - So no rest for the
FASTING!!

Eid was celebrated and huge amounts of food
was cosumed and presents were given to plenty
of smiley faces. But the best thing I look forward
to is my Eid Nap - just those couple of hours
snoozing in the afternoon - Aaah Bliss!

And so back to normality! Back into the fast lane
(no pun intended)! And back to organising,
volunteering and community working. The
Friendship Cafe Team are back in business! Let
us know what you would like us to do over the
next few months. We are always looking for new
and exciting activities.

Hope to see you all soon

TTFN
Shoaib
Editor - Cafe News

EDED--LINESLINES
On Sunday 20  April, Hash Norat will
begin his walk for humanity. Walking
from Gloucester to Land's End Hash
hopes to raise between £50k to £100k
for much needed aid for Gaza, Syria and
Lebanon.

th

Please join him at the Smiles community
coffee shop, on the Oxebode between
7am and 7:25am on Sunday 20th for a
cuppa and to see him off. Why not join
him for the first mile or two, or at any
point on his journey along the way if you
can.
He would also love as many messages or
calls along the way to have someone to
talk to.

Please share and donate if you can.
Please remember Hash through his
journey and all the oppressed in world in
your prayers.

https://donate.stripe.com/5k
AcPjeyb9f2ahW4gh



EID‌EID‌
C E L E B R A T I O N S

A lovely sunny day with 13 of our families celebrating
Eid in nature at Westonbirt Arboretum - Forestry
England using our senses to absorb the wonders of
nature, getting creative, and active in community as
well as enjoying a warm biryani lunch. Big thanks to
Mandy and the team for all their efforts and the lovely
Eid touches and to Friends of Westonbirt Arboretum for
facilitating this trip.
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 Making Bookmarks

 Making Bath Bombs
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 Decorating

 Making gratitude cards

 Making Glass
Lantern Jars

Making Eid
Decorations
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Lovely day with our
younger volunteers and
local children yesterday.

We reused and recycled to
create bird feeders;

Sameera showed us how to
make Mexican god's eyes

and we made Smores which
were very popular!

Alex is the Farm's Florence
Nightingale and has nursed

many an animal back to
health. She's been at the

Farm for a few years so will
be a familiar face to visitors.

She's also 'foster mum' to
Arnold the tortoise!

Tay signed up as a
volunteer when she was a
child and has been a part
of the gang ever since -
except for time out to

have her sons Kian and
Jameir who share her love

of animals too! 

Aoife is one of our regular
volunteers and just
completed her work

experience hours with the
Farm. She's studying

Animal Management at
Hartpury College and
getting great grades!

He's back! Tyler was a
regular volunteer at the
Farm but moved on to

study and then a job as a
tractor driver.

He's now volunteering with
us for a few hours each
week before taking on a
new job closer to home

We have been busy on the farm and none

of it would be possible without our

volunteers. here are just a handful of

them. 

JACKIE
 A MESSAGE FROM

Some more of our awesome volunteers carrying on planting the hedging...
and it's almost in! Huge thanks to Bilaal, Ibraheem, Jill, Alex, Zac and Patty for their help.
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Thanks to Marita and her team at
Cotwold Trail Riding for teaching them

how to groom, lead and ride ponies

The old office came down to create space for new
developments. Thanks to Jon and Gavin from Fair
Shares and to Bridge Training for getting stuck in

Thank you to Madison
who has repainted our

donations churn.

We heard from a former volunteer, Molly McKenzie,
that there might be something hidden away in the

weather vane on top. We were all excited to see, and
discovered old photos in an envelope! Let us know if

you recognise anyone or the animals! 
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Don't forget to visit our amazing cafe at the  farm! Open Thursday to
Saturday 10-4pm. Delicious food and the best hot chocolate! We also have

our playroom on site to entertain your little ones. The space itself is now
available to hire. The space itself (seats 15) is £12.50 per hour (without use of
the kitchen) or we can arrange catering for you. Meetings/group sessions all

welcome! For details contact Reyaz - reyaz@fairshares.org.uk

Many thanks to the fab team from
Bridge Training who joined us last

week to complete the hedge
planting! It was a chilly morning

but they managed to stake all the
new whips and add protective

guards. Looking forward to
working with them again! 

The Community Payback teams worked
hard in the sunshine. 

The hedging plants are finally going in
now and the degradable mulch matting

has been laid

Tredworth residents can look forward to enjoying apples from some very special heritage
Gloucestershire apple trees in the years to come. Ten trees were donated to the City Farm and the

Fair Shares Allotment by David Lindgren of the Gloucestershire Orchards Trust. This was
suggested by the Gloucestershire Gardens and Landscape Trust. Tim Rees, former Chair of the

Tredworth Residents Association, brought everyone together to make it happen! David visited the
Farm and and presented the tree whips to our longest standing volunteer, Taylor Galling. Farm and

Allotment members planted the trees and are creating signs bearing the name of each one.
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Bits & Pieces

Congratulations to Sulaiman Mohammed who has completed
his foundation course in racehorse riding at the British
Racing School in Newmarket.

 ‌TINA’s‌
HELPERlittle


