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Reyaz Limalia –Chairman 
Mohammed Junaid Ghanti - Treasurer

Mahmoud M Patel,  MBE
Richard Corfield 
Haroon Kadodia 

Mohmed Iqubal Patel
Hanif Patel - Until 17/09/18

Ismail Ginwalla,  MBE
Jenny Kadodia - From 13/02/19

This report has been produced as the summary for the financial year 2018—2019.
Independently examined accounts for the year are available on request or via the

Charities Commission website.
A bi-monthly e-newsletter is available to anyone who subscribes via

editor@thefriendshipcafe.com 
We thank all the volunteers – whatever your role –whether it’s painting or mucking out or

taking out the rabbits to pet –in boiling hot weather, freezing snow, pouring rain. The
minibus drivers, coaches, the tuck shop workers, the parents who help out at events, the
young people or students on work experience, the English teachers or general helpers.

 Our staff and volunteers go above and beyond the call of duty and towards the end of the
report we have highlighted just a few of them. Nothing in this report would be possible

without their active support.
 

Annual report designed by Zainab Rhyman
Photos credits: Reyaz Limalia, David Miller, ShazPhotography, Farouk Mehta, Pete Wilson, Andy

Bevan and Aysha Randera
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R a z e y a  M o h a m e d y
Parent Feedback:

“It's such a fantastic group & space,

especially with the outdoors. It's so

nice to have the weekly routine of

Tuesday mornings. I always dreaded

the thought of baby groups but I've

enjoyed Marvellous Mums since the

word go!”

“Marvellous Mums has been so

welcoming and supportive. Being a

new mum, I was quite daunted by

what motherhood would bring. This

group has helped me understand that

there will be challenges but I will

overcome them and survive! The

support and courses are amazing”

1
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Z u l e k h a  R a j a  &  I r i s  M c C o r m i c k

 

“I have made friends and can have a chat with my
neighbours now…I can go to the Doctors and can attend
my children’s parents’ evenings!”

2
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R a z e y a  M o h a m e d y

“I love coming to the Women’s

Wellbeing sessions, just a little

breather and time for myself

away, from my super hectic on-

the-go life”

“I always come away feeling

calm and happy. My mind feels

refreshed and I feel I can face the

challenges of my life with

positivity”

3
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Aysha Randera

4
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A y e s h a  R a n d e r a  

5

Ays h a  Ra n d e r a
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Results of the survey will be used to inform all future activities. In the coming year, a Volunteers

event will take place in response to the 64 positive responses received from women who stated

that they wanted the opportunity to volunteer at The Friendship Café. Future plans include

establishing a health and wellbeing activity and also an event promoting a healthy lifestyle. Whilst

the survey only collated data from Over 18s, plans are in place to survey younger users. The full

set of results of the survey will shortly be available online, and also on displays around The

Friendship Café.

 

 Historically, separate activities have been offered to men
and women and a question was asked as to why this may be important to users. It was
interesting to see that 75% of respondents felt that this was important; a combination
of faith, personal reasons and confidence was cited for this

6
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S h o a i b  K a t h r a d a

8
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"I secured a place at Nottingham for Veterinary Medicine
and this is in no small part due to the support of all at the
farm. In particular I would like to thank you and Sarah for
your support, and the skills I have learnt have been and
will continue to be immensely useful to me embarking on
my studies. I hope you continue to support local young
people in such a fantastic manner and as such if you ever
have a budding veterinary student please send them my
details or vice versa and I would be delighted to answer
any questions. Furthermore I would love to come and do
some placements as part of my specified 38 weeks of
Extra Mural Studies across the 5 years, and give you a
hand in return for all you've done for me"

We wanted to let you know how important the allotment
has been for our school.  We have the  allotment next to
the pizza oven and have brought groups of our children to
it regularly during the year to plant, water, photograph
and generally tend it.  David at the farm has been very
kind and has provided a good deal of support with
sourcing seeds and plants and helping us manage things.
The walk to the allotment, planting and tending it, being
outdoors and working as part of a small group is a very
valuable experience for our children, many of whom do
not have access to a garden at home.  It has enabled us to
develop more positive relationships with them and to
witness their joy in visiting the allotment and the farm.
The highlights this year have been picking strawberries
and eating them at the allotment, using the hose to water
in the very hot weather and feeding the lambs at the
farm.  Working on the allotment helps develop confidence
and self esteem in our children, many of whom have
additional needs or a high score in terms of Adverse
Childhood Experiences.  The allotment makes a
real difference for these children.
We very much value our involvement with the allotment
have already started planning for the rest of the year.

This year (2019) saw the 21st anniversary of the Farm
being established and at the time of writing (July 2019)
we have just celebrated the occasion.

The farm continues to develop as a fantastic place in
the middle of the inner city. Again, we’ve given
hundreds of voluntary opportunities for children,
young people and adults, ranging from local children,
to excluded school children, home educated,
regular school work experience, and college
placements. We have a regular ‘Stay ‘n Play’ group, a
gardening crew involving Fair Shares and 3 primary
schools, and plenty of visitors from the public and
through schools and other establishments.

We remain open all year round, 7 days a week (as
opposed to 6 whilst under the council's control, who
also shut down between November to March every
year). 9
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C I T Y  F A R M

10
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W e  a r e  g o i n g  f r o m  s t r e n g t h  t o  s t r e n g t h  a n d  t h i s  c a s e  s t u d y  s u m s  i t  u p . . .

11
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"I first started off at the city farm riding and without the city farm I wouldn’t be
where I am now, starting off at the British Racing School.”
Very proud of Alecia who will be starting full-time at the prestigious British Racing School

in Newmarket
12
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Some of our Main Supporters...
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IN THE
MEDIA
We have had a few stars on the
TV, radio and press. One of our
young riders was the  subject in
one of the stories on BBC's
Inside Out programme
covering Muslims and Horse
Racing. 
 
Also Children In Need coverage
made use of one of our young
children during the main appeal!
Hibah joined the national stage
with Pudsey and friends, making
us very proud. 
 
Even the animals have made it
big! Our very own RJ (the
chicken who thinks he's a duck)
has been on ITV news, amazing
people outside of Gloucester! 
 
Look out for us in 2020 on the
BBC as we also had filming of a
celebrity chef do some
demonstrative cooking in our
coffee shop and our very own
volunteer coach Nick Odore run
a fitness session!
 
Please scan the QR codes for
access to videos of BBC
coverage, interviews and videos
or look on our Youtube channel:
 

04

17
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T h e s e  a r e  j u s t  s o m e  o f  t h e  r e g u l a r
v o l u n t e e r s  w e  h a v e  h a d  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t
1 2  m o n t h s .  T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  m a n y  m o r e  

Peter Iris Zulekha

Fazel Luke Farouk

Jess Jenny Ray

Zainab Anthony and David Ashraf

Les Sally Emma and Kim

Harroon Mohammed NickHaroon
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The Friendship Café  – St James City
Farm & Riding School

Chequers bridge Centre, Painswick Rd
Gloucester GL4 6PR
Tel. 01452 – 308127

Imran@thefriendshipcafe.com
thefriendshipcafe.com

Friendship Café Annual Report 2019.indd   20Friendship Café Annual Report 2019.indd   20 29/08/2019   11:0329/08/2019   11:03




